
BRIDGE AND BRIDGE WITHOUT
WARD NEWS DECEMBER 2010
COMMUNICATING WITH THOSE WHO LIVE AND WORK IN THE CITY OF LONDON

An unlikely title for an article in the Bridge and Bridge Without
Newsletter.  But it is an indication of the diverse activities
inherited by the City of London Corporation.

Under the Tudors the City of London had become the financial
agent of the Crown and the Livery Companies, guilds and
merchants effectively controlled the
City’s government. Without their
active involvement the King’s
schemes were doomed to failure.

It was thus in July 1609 the King made
a submission to the City painting a
glowing picture of Northern Ireland
and requested they should finance a
‘plantation’. The City had little choice
but did so with great reluctance.  The
plantation area included the whole
territory bounded by the Foyle, the sea
and the Bann, including the towns of
Derry and Coleraine. The Privy Council
recommended that a body should be
set up in London to govern the
plantation affairs and in 1613 James I
established this body by Royal Charter and it became known as
The Honourable The Irish Society.

The work of the Society left a lasting imprint on the landscape
and much of the character and appearance of the countryside
today is a direct result of early endeavours to impose order on a
largely untamed land.

By the 19th Century the Society adopted an increasingly
charitable role and its funds were used to support schools,
churches, dispensaries and decent housing for workers.

The Society has always maintained close links with Londonderry
and Coleraine and its primary role is to retain the special
relationship that still exists between the City of London and North
West Ulster. The governance of the Society is composed of 26
members of the Court of Common Council of the City of London
presided over by a Governor, usually a former Lord Mayor, and by

a Deputy Governor.

Frequent visits to Northern Ireland take
place and Northern Irish organizations
and particularly schools are encouraged
to visit the City.

The Society applies the income derived
from its properties in Ulster together
with the Fisheries of the Lower Bann
and the Foyle to a wide range of local
causes. This is done under the
guidance of a local Advisory Committee
comprised of a cross party selection of
councilors from Derry City and
Coleraine Borough Councils who 
co-operate with the Society’s local
representative.

In 2013 the 400th Anniversary of the granting of the first Royal
Charter will be commemorated both here and in Londonderry and
Coleraine. The Society is already planning events to mark this
important milestone in our histories.  Many of the older Livery
Companies will take part and visit Northern Ireland.

Brian Harris
November 2010

The Honourable The Irish
Society
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WARD MEMBERS
To write to any of your Members, to let us
know if you wish to receive this newsletter by
email in future, or to inform us if you wish to
be taken off the distribution list write c/o 
Member Services, City of London,
Guildhall, London EC2P 2EJ
or email: col-eb-tc@cityoflondon.gov.uk
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We are your elected representatives for the

ward and would be pleased to meet with

people living and working in the ward to

learn of your views of the area and if we can

be of assistance.

 

Alderman Alan Yarrow

alan.yarrow@drkw.com

Deputy John R. Owen-Ward

MBE

john.owen-ward@cityoflondon.gov.uk

Brian Harris 

col-eb-tc@cityoflondon.gov.uk

Bridge Ward Club
The Club exists to promote the Ward of Bridge and Bridge
Without, and its connections with this historic ward are
symbolised by the Club badge, which shows the Bridge Mark
– the mark of the City Lands & Bridge House Estates
Committee, who administer London Bridge, beneath a
representation of the Monument.

The Club was founded in January 1930 by 31 initial members
who all had addresses in the Ward. The object of the Club
was to provide electors and those who work, live and have an
interest in the Ward with an opportunity to promote social
activities and discussion of topics of local and general interest
and also to exchange Ward and parochial information.

In 1931 the Club's inaugural dinner was held at the
Fishmongers' Hall and was attended by 122 Members and
their guests. The 50th Anniversary Dinner was held in the
same hall in February 1981 and was attended by 176 diners.

The Club now has a varied social programme and meets at
least 10 times a year for events ranging from the carol service
at the Ward Church of St Magnus the Martyr to talks of City
interest or visits to interesting places like, The Animal

Reception Centre, a weekend in Bruges, the Poppy factory,
and concerts and opera at the Barbican Centre. At such
events refreshments give members the opportunity for
socialising. 

1986 was a landmark for the Club in that the current
president, Alderman Sir David Rowe-Ham was elected Lord
Mayor and the Club were privileged to participate in the Lord
Mayor's Show. The highlight of that year for Club Members,
which enabled them to celebrate Sir David's election, was a
banquet in the Mansion House in April 1987 that was
attended by members and guests who filled the Egyptian Hall
to capacity.

Since then the Bridge Ward Club's membership has steadily
grown to almost 200 members. In recent years the highlight
for the Club has been the Civic Luncheon in the presence of
the Lord Mayor and the Lady Mayoress in the magnificent
Fishmongers’ Hall by kind permission of the Prime Warden,
Wardens and Court of The Fishmongers’ Company.
Membership enquiries are welcome – contact:
pamdon@relleps.freeserve.co.uk  or
secretary@bridgewardclub.org.uk.
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